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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on 4/19/10 has been entered: 
Claim(s) 1 have been amended. 

Claim(s) 6 have been canceled. 

No Claims have been added. Claims 1-5, and 7 are still pending in this 
application, with claims 1 and 7 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sugitami et al. (US Patent No. US D514,575). 
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The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .1 32 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 

With reference to claim 1 , Sugitami et al. discloses an image reader, FIG 1, 
comprising: 

a flatbed mechanism (FIG 2); 

an auto-document feeder mechanism (FIG 4); 

wherein the auto-document feeder mechanism is supported via a movable 
coupling mechanism so that the relative position and relative orientation of the auto- 
document feeder mechanism in relation to the flatbed mechanism can be changed (FIG 
3 is another perspective view of FIG 1 with the ADF (auto document feeder) moved to 
the left side. FIG 4 is another perspective view of FIG 1 with the ADF rotated by 180 
degrees, i.e. "the relative position and relative orientation of ADF in related to the flat 
bed mechanism can be changed" inherently with the support of a movable couple 
mechanism); 

the auto-document feeder mechanism operates at a relative position selected 
from a plurality of positions with an orientation selected from opposite orientations on 
the flatbed mechanism, the auto-document feeder mechanism being configured to 
operate at each of the plurality of positions in each of the opposite orientations (FIG 3 
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illustrates the horizontal movement of the ADF to any or a plurality of positions on the 
horizontal axis and FIG 4 illustrates the rotational of the ADF to a plurality of angles. 
Both movements have no effect on the ADF operations). 

With reference to claim 2 (depends on claim 1), Sugitami et al. further discloses 
the scanner, wherein: 

an auto-document feeder mechanism support base is provided at a position that 
does not obstruct the opening and closing of a paper-pressing board of the flatbed 
mechanism, and the auto-document feeder mechanism is disposed on the auto- 
document feeder mechanism support base via the movable coupling mechanism, 
whereby reading with the flatbed mechanism and reading with the auto-document 
feeder mechanism are simultaneously performed (FIG 2 shows the ADF is mounted on 
the mechanical support assembly that does not obstruct the opening and closing of the 
flat bed document cover/pressure via two hinges. FIG 2 and FIG 3 , for example, 
illustrates when the flatbed document cover is closed the reading with the ADF and with 
flat bed can be performed simultaneously). 

With reference to claim 3 (depends on claim 1), Sugitami et al. discloses the 
scanner, further comprising: 

as the movable coupling mechanism, rails provided on the flatbed mechanism, a 
slider which is movable along the rails, and a rotating post for coupling the slider and 
the auto-document feeder mechanism, whereby the auto-document feeder mechanism 
can be moved along the rails and rotated (FIG 3 illustrates the movement of the ADF 
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horizontally being via the sliding rails on both sides and on top of the scanner. FIG 4 
illustrates the ADF rotating 180 degree inherently by means of a pivot or rotating post 
mechanism supported by the rails. The ADF can rotate while moving along the rails). 

With reference to claim 4 (depends on claim 1), Sugitami et al. discloses the 
scanner, further comprising: 

as the movable coupling mechanism, rails provided on the flatbed mechanism, 
and the auto-document feeder mechanism itself having a shape which enables the 
auto-document feeder mechanism to be fitted onto the rails with an orientation selected 
from opposite orientations, whereby the auto-document feeder mechanism itself can 
move along the rails (FIG 4 and FIG 5, for example, illustrates the design conditions). 

With reference to claim 7, Sugitami et al. discloses the scanner, FIG 1, 
comprising: 

a flatbed document-reading mechanism (FIG 2); 

an auto-document feeder mechanism (FIG 1 or FIG 4); 

a movable coupling mechanism supporting the auto-document feeder 
mechanism so that the auto-document feeder mechanism is configured to move with 
respect to a surface of the flatbed document-reading mechanism and rotate with respect 
to the flatbed document-reading mechanism (FIG 3 is another perspective view of FIG 1 
with the ADF (auto document feeder) moved to the left side. FIG 4 is another 
perspective view of FIG 1 with the ADF rotated by 180 degrees, i.e. "the relative position 
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and relative orientation of ADF in related to the flat bed document reading mechanism 
can be changed" inherently with the support of a movable couple mechanism). 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sugitami et al. 
(US Patent No. US D51 4,575) as evidenced by Wang (US Patent No. 6,069,715). 

With reference to claim 5 (depends on claim 1), Sugitami et al. discloses the 
scanner, further comprising: 

as the movable coupling mechanism, coupling protrusions provided on a bottom 
portion of the auto-document feeder mechanism, wherein the coupling protrusions are 
inserted into selected holes of attachment holes provided at a plurality of positions on 
the flatbed mechanism, whereby the auto-document feeder mechanism can be 
disposed at a selected position with an orientation selected from opposite orientations 
(using protrusions or posts to plug in holes at a plurality of positions or similar holding 
mechanism to secure the ADF at a selected position is implicit in the Sugitami design. 
As evidenced by reference Wang, FIG 1; column 1 lines 17-18, which explains the 
application in using posts 14 which are plugged into the related plug-in holes 16 to 
mechanically secure the ADF on the flat bed of the scanner. The same application 
inherently can be repeated as required to locate the ADF at different positions on the 
flat bed mechanism). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's comment on the priority date of reference P3PC-E737-01 -EN is moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 and 7 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ngon Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7533. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thur 8-5 est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on (571)272-7490. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/NGON NGUYEN 
/Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Benny Q Tieu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



